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January 22, 1903 
“‘When’s and Why’s”” The Present Truth 19, 4, p. 50. 


ATJ 


WHEN Christ has said, “The Sabbath was made for man,” WHY 
should any of His professed followers contend that it was made for 
the Jews only?PTUK January 22, 1903, page 50.1 


WHEN the Sabbath was made it was to be a memorial of God’s 
creative work (Genesis 2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11); then WHY should it 
cease to exist as long as His creative work remains? See Psalm 
135:13.PTUK January 22, 1903, page 50.2 


WHEN the Lord wished to impress upon man the difference 
between Himself and the heathen gods, He always referred to the 
fact that He is the One that made the heavens and the earth (/sa/ah 
42.; 48:12, 13; Acts 17:24; Revelation 14:7), thus giving the facts on 
which the Sabbath commandment was based. WHY, then, should 
the memorial be abolished while the facts still continue? PTUK 
January 22, 1903, page 50.3 


WHEN the Israelites came out of bondage, and before they 
received the ten commandments at Sinai, they were told that the 
seventh day “is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord;” that this 
is that which the Lord hath said;” and they were required to “keep” it 
(Exodus 16:22-30): WHY did the Lord tell them that it was the 
Sabbath, and require them to keep it, if it did not exist before the 
law was spoken at Sinai? PTUK January 22, 1903, page 50.4 


WHEN the ten commandments were given, WHY should nine of 
them be of perpetual obligation upon all the nations of the earth, 
and one—the Sabbath commandment—given only to the Jews, and 
this only from Sinai to Calvary?PTUK January 22, 1903, page 50.5 


When the Scriptures plainly teach us that Jesus Christ is the 
Creator of all things (John 71:3; Colossians 1:16); the Deliverer of 
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Israel from Egyptian bondage (Exodus 23:20-23; 1 Corinthians 
10:4); the same One who spoke the law from Sinai (Exodus 20:2); 
and the Redeemer of the world (/sa/ah 43:7, 11; 44:6); WHY should 
not we honour Him by keeping as the memorial of the creative 
work, the Sabbath which He made, blessed, sanctified, and 
kept?PTUK January 22, 1903, page 50.6 


A. T. JONES. 


“Kept by the Word” The Present Truth 19, 4, p. 54. 


ATJ 


In the Christian life everything depends upon the Word of God. It is 
true that God is able, and desires, to keep us from sinning: but this 
must be done through His Word. So it is written, “By the Word of 
Thy lips | have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.” “Thy Word 
have | hid in my heart, that | might not sin against thee.” This is the 
way that God has appointed, and there is no other way to have this 
thing accomplished.P7UK January 22, 1903, page 54.1 


Nor is this way appointed merely because he arbitrarily chose that 
this should be the way, and then laid it upon men that this must be 
the way that they should go. His Word is the way of salvation and 
the way of sanctification (Christian living), because this is the way 
that the Lord does things: because this is the way that He manifests 
Himself. It was by His Word that he created all things in the 
beginning: it is by His Word that He creates men anew; and it will 
be by His Word that He will re-create this world and all things 
pertaining to it. “By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made; 
and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.... For He spake, 
and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” “Being born 
again, ... by the Word of God.” “And He that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, | make all things new.... And He said unto me, It is 
done.”PTUK January 22, 1903, page 54.2 


It is not only that the worlds were created by the Word of God; but 
they are also sustained by the same word. “By the Word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water: whereby [by the Word of God] the world that then was, 





being overflowed with water, perished. But the heavens and the 
earth, which are now, by the same Word are kept in store.” So also 
it is not only that the Christian is created by the Word of God, but by 
that same Word he is sustained, nourished, and caused to grow. 
God holds up “all things” by His powerful Word. And the Christian is 
among this “all things” no less than any or all the worlds.P7UK 
January 22, 1903, page 54.3 


There can be no question whatever that all the worlds are held up, 
and held in their places, by the Lord. But it is not only all the worlds, 
it is “all things” that are held up and held in place by the Lord. and it 
is as true of the Christian as it is of any star in the firmament or any 
world on high. Nor can there be any question that the stars and the 
world are held up and held in their courses by the word of the Lord. 
And no less than this can there be any question that the Christian is 
held up and held in his right course by the Word of the Lord.PTUK 
January 22, 1903, page 54.4 


This is to be believed and depended upon by every one who 
professes the name of Christ. You and | can no more hold 
ourselves up and in the right way than can the sun or the earth. And 
as certainly as the worlds are dependent upon his word, so certainly 
is the Christian to depend upon his word. And when this is so, the 
Christian is kept in the way of the Lord as certainly and as easily as 
is any planet in the universe. It is written that he “is able to keep you 
from falling.” And he says, “I will uphold thee with the right hand of 
My righteousness.” “Yea, he shall be holden up; for God is able to 
make him stand.”PTUK January 22, 1903, page 54.5 


O struggling, failing Christian, is not that Word which holds up great 
worlds able also to hold up you? Trust that Word. Depend implicitly 
upon it. Rest wholly upon it: and they you will find rest in it. Trust the 
Lord to hold you up, just as you trust Him to hold up the sun. His 
word holds up the sun, and His Word is over and over to you, “Fear 
thou not; for | am with thee.” “I will uphold thee.” | will keep thee, 
thou art Mine. “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” | will never 
leave thee till | have done that thing which | have spoken to thee 
of.PTUK January 22, 1903, page 54.6 


“The Word of God is quick [‘living,” R.V.] and powerful.” “Powerful” 





means “full of power.” The Word of God is living and full of power, 
to do for you, with you, and in you, all that that Word says. Believe 
that word, trust it: for it is the Word of the living God. It is the Word 
of the pitying Saviour. “Receive with meekness the engrafted Word, 
which is able to save your souls.” “I commend you to God, and to 
the Word of His grace, which is able to build you up.” You “are kept 
by the power of God through faith.” The power of God is manifested 
through His Word, and therefore it is his powerful Word. Faith 
comes by hearing the Word of God; therefore it is the faithful Word, 
the Word full of faith. Therefore when he says, you “are kept by the 
power of God through faith,” it is only saying in another way, You 
are kept by the Word of God, “unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” Believe that Word, trust it, and find its keeping 
power.PTUK January 22, 1903, page 54.7 


A. T. JONES. 





January 29, 1903 
“The Papacy and Civilisation” The Present Truth 19, 5, pp. 67, 68. 


ATJ 


INFLUENCE IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE 


IT is claimed and urged on behalf of the Papacy that she is the best 
promoter of a proper and “Christian” civilisation.P TUK January 29, 
1903, page 67.1 


As the basis and sufficient proof that the Papacy is the source and 
stay of a “Christian” civilisation, there is presented by both Catholics 
and “Protestants,” and not less by “Protestants” than by Catholics, 
the stupendous “fact” that she civilised the barbarians of the fifth 
century and the middle ages, who annihilated the Roman Empire. 
This theory the late Dr. Philip Schaff constantly affirmed, though it 
clearly contradicted and undisputed and indisputable facts of the 
history which he himself had written. The truth is that there never 
was a Clearer historical fraud put forth than this claim that the 
Papacy civilised the barbarians who destroyed the Roman Empire, 
and occupied Western Europe in the middle ages.PT7UK January 
29, 1903, page 67.2 


It must not be forgotten that the Papacy had possession of the 
Roman Empire itself, with all the power of the empire at her 
command, for nearly a hundred years before the barbarians ever 
entered the Western Empire with any intention to stay, and more 
than a hundred years before she had any chance to “civilise” them. 
It must be remembered, too, that her alliance with the empire, and 
her securing possession of it, were for the express purpose of 
assuring to it the benefits of a “Christian civilisation” and 
consequent “salvation.” Surely here was ample time to test her 
powers in this direction, before she was ever called upon to 
“civilise” the barbarians.PTUK January 29, 1903, page 67.3 


What, then, was the result? It was this: When, by the union of 
Church and State, church membership became a qualification for 
political as well as every other kind of preferment, hypocrisy 





7 


became more prevalent than ever before. This was bad enough in 
itself, yet the hypocrisy was voluntary; but when through the agency 
of her Sunday laws and by the ministration of Theodosius the 
church received control of the civil power to compel all without 
distinction, who were not Catholics, to act as though they 
were,PTUK January 29, 1903, page 67.4 


HYPOCRISY WAS MADE COMPULSORY 


and every person who was not voluntarily a church member was 
compelled either to be a hypocrite or a rebel. In addition to this, 
those who were of the church indeed, through the endless 
succession of controversies and church council, were forever 
establishing, changing, and re-establishing the faith; and as all were 
required to change or revise their faith according as the councils 
decreed, all moral and spiritual integrity was destroyed. Hypocrisy 
became a habit, dissimulation and fraud a necessity of life; and the 
very moral fiber of men and of society was vitiated.P TUK January 
29, 1903, page 67.5 


All the corruptions that had characterised the earlier Rome was thus 
reproduced and perpetuated under a form of godliness in this so- 
called Christian Rome, the Rome of the fifth century. Bower says of 
this time:—PTUK January 29, 1903, page 67.6 


The primitive rigour of discipline and manners was utterly neglected 
and forgotten by the ecclesiastics of Rome. The most exorbitant 
luxury, with all the vices attending it, was introduced among them, 
and the most scandalous and unchristian arts of acquiring wealth 
universally practised. They seem to have rivaled in riotous living the 
greatest epicures of Pagan Rome when luxury was there at the 
highest pitch. For Jerome, who was an eyewitness of what he writ, 
reproaches the Roman clergy with the same excesses which the 
poet Juvenal so severely censured in the Roman nobility under the 
reign of Domitian.PTUK January 29, 1903, page 67.7 


The only possible result of such a course was constantly to 
increase unto more ungodliness, to undermine every principle of the 
foundation of society, and really toPTUK January 29, 1903, page 
67.8 





HASTEN THE DESTURCTION 


of the empire. The pagan delusions, the pagan superstitions, and 
the pagan vices that had been adopted and brought into the 
Catholic Church by her apostasy and clothed with a form of 
godliness, wrought such infinite corruption that the society of which 
it was the greater part could no longer exist. It must inevitably fall by 
the weight of its own corruption, if from nothing else. PTUK January 
29, 1903, page 67.9 


Dr. Schaff says in his “History of the Christian Church:’-—P7TUK 
January 29, 1903, page 67.10 


The uncontrollable progress of avarice, prodigality, voluptuousness, 
theatre going, intemperance, lewdness; in short, of all the heathen 
vices, which Christianity had come to eradicate, still carried the 
Roman Empire and people with rapid strides toward dissolution, 
and gave it at last into the hands of the rude, but simple and morally 
vigorous, barbarians.PTUK January 29, 1903, page 67.11 


And onward those barbarians came, swiftly and in multitudes. They 
came, a host, wild and savage, it is true; but whose social habits 
were so far above those of the people which they destroyed, that, 
savage as they were caused fairly to blush at the shameful 
corruptions which they found in this so-called Christian society of 
Rome. This is proved by the best authority. A writer who lived at the 
time of the barbarian invasions, and who wrote as a Christian, 
Salvian, gives the following evidence as to the condition of things: 
—PTUK January 29, 1903, page 67.12 


“The Church, which ought everywhere to propitiate God, what does 
she but provoke Him to anger? How many may one meet, even in 
the Church, who are not still drunkards, or debauchees, or 
adulterers, or fornicators, or robbers, or murderers, or the like, or all 
these at once, without end? It is even a sort of holiness among 
Christian people to be less vicious.” “From the public worship of 
God, and almost during it, they pass to deeds of shame. Scarce a 
rich man but would commit murder and fornication. We have lost 
the whole power of Christianity, and offend God the more, that we 
sin as Christians. We are worse than the barbarians and heathen. If 





the Saxon is wild, the Frank faithless, the Goth inhuman, the 
Alanian drunken, the Hun licentious, they are, by reason of their 
ignorance, far less punishable than we, who, knowing the 
commandments of God, commit all these crimes."PTUK January 
29, 1903, page 68.1 


And Dr. Schaff remarks of this very period, and the consequences 
of this effort of the Papacy at the civilisation of the Roman Empire: 
“Nothing but the Divine judgment of destruction upon this nominally 
Christian but essentially heathen world, could open the way for the 
moral regeneration of society.” This is precisely how the Papacy 
gave “Christian civilisation” and “salvation” to the Roman Empire, 
when she held full and undisputed possession of it for more than a 
hundred years. And her work of civilising the barbarians was after 
precisely the same order. Indeed, how could it be otherwise, when 
she assures us that the Catholic Church “is in this world the one 
thing that never changes.”P TUK January 29, 1903, page 68.2 


A. T. JONES. 
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February 5, 1903 


“Why Is this This?” The Present Truth 19, 6, p. 87. 


ATJ 


MENANDER was a Greek writer of comic plays, who lived in the 
time of Alexander the Great. All his writings were lost, and for ages 

were known only by quotations in other authors. Only lately some 

papyri were unearthed in Egypt containing nearly a hundred verses 

of what is said to be “one of Menander’s most celebrated plays.” 

How this is known is by the fact that in these verses there are found 

“three passages that are quoted by ancient writers as being from 

the play in question.”P7UK February 5, 1903, page 87.1 


We do not deny that this is all correct enough. But what we would 
call attention to is the fact that the Biblical writings are not accepted 
on like evidence by the same scholars who “know,” and fully accept 
upon this evidence, all these verses as the veritable words and 
work of Menander.P7UK February 5, 1903, page 87.2 


There have come to us in the Bible whole books purporting to be 
the writings of Moses. In the New Testament, in the writing of other 
hands, there are passages quoted from these writings of Moses, 
which are there plainly declared to be quoted from the writings of 
Moses. Anybody can turn from these quotations to the original 
books, and find there the quoted passages. Yet this is not allowed 
to weight anything in favor of these books being the veritable 
writings of Moses; all that is allowed is that these particular quoted 
passages in the books are the genuine writings of Moses. It is the 
same way with other books all through the Bible.P7UK February 5, 
1903, page 87.3 


Now what we want to know is, Why is not this procedure in the 
matter of the writings of Menander accepted and followed with 
respect to the writings of Moses and other Biblical authors? Why is 
it that three quoted passages, when verified in purported writings of 
Menander, are accepted as sufficient proof by which to “know” that 
the whole document is genuine, when, by these same people, a 
greater number of quoted passages form the writings of Moses and 
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of other Biblical hands are accepted only as evidence that the 
particular quoted passages are genuine, and prove nothing as to 
the books?PTUK February 5, 1903, page 87.4 


These “ways are not equal.” There is something wrong somewhere. 
Upon the verification of three quoted passages, the whole of a 
pagan, corrupt, idolatrous document is accepted as genuine; while 
with respect to divine, purifying, saving books, the verification of any 
number of quoted passages is not allowed of the particular 
passages themselves! It all only illustrates the ready and stubborn 
infidelity of the natural mind, which receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, because they are foolishness to him.PTUK February 
5, 1903, page 87.5 


A. T. JONES. 
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February 26, 1903 
“The Lord’s Wish” The Present Truth 19, 9, p. 142. 


ATJ 


TEMPERANCE is self-control. Christian temperance is self-contro! 
in all things,—of body,—soul, and spirit. For he which “striveth for 

the mastery is temperate [controls himself] in all things.” This is the 

only true temperance. And this in order that we may glorify God in 

both body and spirit,—glorify Him, and Him alone, in all things, and 

so meet the object of our creation and of our redemption.PTUK 

February 26, 1903, page 142.1 


The Lord has created and redeemed the body as really as He has 
the soul. He cares for the body as really and as fully as He does for 
the soul. And He wants us to care for the body as really and as fully 
as we care for the soul. Therefore He has said, “I wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper and be in health even as thy soul 
prospereth.” Thus it is certain that the wish of the Lord is that our 
prosperity in health shall be even—evenly balanced—with our 
prosperity of soul, or spirit. PTUK February 26, 1903, page 142.2 


No one will for a moment question that God has given directions 
and prescriptions abundant to assure the prosperity of the soul. 
Every one knows that every one who will sincerely accept the word 
of God as to the good of his soul will assuredly find his soul 
prospering abundantly. Yet as the Lord has recorded His wish, 
“above all things,” that our health may prosper evenly with our 
souls, it certainly follows that He bas given directions and 
prescriptions assuring prosperity in health evenly with the directions 
and prescriptions assuring prosperity of soul.P7UK February 26, 
1903, page 142.3 


Yet this is very little thought of, even by professed Christians; and 
by many who happen to think of it, it is not believed sufficiently to 
lead them to an honest study of the word of God to know what He 
has said on the subject, and then give it a place in the life. Many will 
bear great concern about the prosperity of their souls, to the utter 
neglect of their health, when if only they would take thought and 
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care as to how they are living, and correct that by the word of God, 
the prosperity of their souls would be so abundant that there would 
be no room for anxiety in the matter. PTUK February 26, 1903, page 
142.4 


A. T. JONES. 
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March 19, 1903 
“The Way to True Greatness” The Present Truth 19, 12, pp. 182, 183. 


ATJ 


A LEADING writer has defined life as “a seeking for power.” There 
is much truth in that definition, as witnesses the whole history of the 

world. As the world seeks for it, it is a vain search, as also 
witnesses the whole history of mankind. Yet the desire for power, 

even for unlimited power, is wholly a right desire—a true Gospel 

desire. And God in Christ by the Gospel has established the true 
and only way to satisfy this desire. So it is written: “| am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God ... to 
every one that believeth.” | cease not to pray for you, and to desire 
that ye might be ... strengthened with all might according to His 
glorious power.” “The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the exceeding greatness of 
His power to usward who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from 
the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in heavenly places, far 
above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and 

every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come.”P7TUK March 19, 1903, page 182.1 


This is the way, and the only true way, to power. This is the way to 
power that is really power—power that perfectly satisfies, always in 
all things, and in all circumstances; power that is unlimited and 
almighty; for it is the very power of God unto “all the fulness of 
God.” But instead of taking this way to the power that perfectly 
satisfies in all things and for ever, men will take the way of crushing 
out their fellowmen, wiping out nations, and wading through seas of 
blood, to attain to a power that is wholly precarious and wholly 
unsatisfactory, and which, at the very best, is only “for a moment.” 
The desire for power is a wholly right desire; men taking the wrong 
way to attain to that right thing, miss it altogether. The way of 
“Christ the power of God’ is the only way to power.PT UK March 79, 
1903, page 182.2 


It is entirely so, also, as to greatness. It is wholly right to desire to 
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be great. To desire to be great is a true gospel desire. In the Word 
of the Gospel it is presented as an incentive “that ye shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven.” Read it: “Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of these least commandments and shall teach men 
so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.”PTUK March 19, 1903, page 182.3 


It is altogether right to keep the commandments of God and to 
teach men so. There is no more righteous thing than that. Indeed, 
there is no greater thing than that. In the nature of things, a person 
must be great, to do great things. A man, therefore, must be great 
to be able to do the great thing of keeping the commandments of 
God and of teaching men so. And being great, and doing that great 
thing, that he should be called great, is but the simple thing of 
calling him what he already is. And since it is supremely and 
eternally right to desire to keep the commandments of God, and to 
teach men so; and since, in order to do that, we must be great, it 
follows that it is eternally right to desire to be great. Accordingly, 
concerning John the Baptist, the forerunner of the model Man, it 
was spoken by the angel of the Lord: “He shall be great in the sight 
of the Lord.” And of Christ, the model Man Himself it was also 
spoken by the angel of the Lord: “He shall be great.” And it is right 
for every man to desire to be like Him, the model Man. Therefore it 
is right for every man to desire to be great.PTUK March 19, 1903, 
page 183.1 


This truth is strikingly emphasised and strongly illustrated in the life 
of the twelve disciples and Christ’s dealing with them. Those 
disciples were almost constantly querying in their own minds “Who 
shall be the greatest?” or “Who shall be called greatest?” in the 
kingdom which they were expecting Christ to establish. Time and 
again, these queryings broke out into discussion and even 
contention among them. More than once their anxiety in this matter 
led them even to ask Jesus openly the question. Once two of them 
had it so far settled in their own minds that they two were the 
greatest, that they put themselves forward and actually asked 
openly that they two should be given the two places of chief honour, 
one on His right hand, and the other on His left, in that kingdom that 
they had in mind. And yet, though invariably speaking to them on 
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the subject, never by as much as a hint did Jesus reprove their 
desire to be great or even the greatest; never once did He suggest 
to them that greatness was an altogether unbecoming subject for 
them as His disciples to even think of aspiring to. Yet while this was 
so, He never missed an opportunity, He seized every occasion, to 
show to them that they had in view the utterly wrong way to 
greatness, and to point out to them the true way to greatness.P7UK 
March 19, 1903, page 183.2 


What, then, is this way? “At the same time came the disciples unto 
Jesus, saying: Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And 
Jesus called little child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them 
and said: Verily | say unto you, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Conversion, 
then,—a changed life and humility,—is essential to greatness. This 
is indeed the entrance to the way of true greatness.PTUK March 
19, 1903, page 183.3 


The rest of the way is made plain, as follows: “Jesus called them 
unto Him and said: Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them. But it shall not so among you; but whosoever 
will be great among you let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you let him be your servant; even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many:” and “I am among you as he that 
serveth.”PTUK March 19, 1903, page 183.4 


The world’s way, the human and false way, to greatness, is for a 
man by an assertion of power, dominion, or authority to exalt 
himself to a position of lordship and have as many as possible to 
serve him and be subject to his beck and nod. But in the true way of 
greatness it is not so; here it is humility to the emptying of self and 
becoming himself the servant of all, being “at the call of every 
one.”PTUK March 19, 1903, page 183.5 


Service, then, service of our fellow-men, freely chosen by a free 
man, this is the true way to greatness. He who, being free from all, 
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freely chooses to be servant to all, and at the call of every one, is in 
the way of true greatness. And he who thus serves most people, 
who is at the call of the most people, is the greatest; even as the 
Son of man, the model Man, came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister; not to be served, but to serve; not to have all people at His 
call, but to put Himself at the call of all people, and to devote His life 
and pour it out for mankind.PTUK March 19, 1903, page 183.6 


Free service to mankind, ministering to their needs, answering their 
calls, ready ever to do them good in whatever possible way, 
seeking to perform and striving to be able to perform, all this in the 
most efficient way, to do the most possible good in service to the 
greatest possible number of people—this is the true way of 
greatness. So it is perfectly proper to desire to be great, and even 
to he the greatest in this the right and true way. It is totally unlike 
the world’s way; and it is impossible for anyone ever to become 
proud of the greatness so attained.PTUK March 19, 1903, page 
183.7 


And this is the greatness that accomplishes that truly great thing of 
the keeping of the commandments of God and teaching men so. 
For it is written: “Brethren, ye have been palled unto liberty; only 
use not a liberty for an occasion for the flesh, but by love serve one 
another. For all the law of is fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” Since, therefore, loving service 
to others by those who are free, is the fulfilling of all the law of 
liberty, the law of God; and since those who do this great thing were 
called great simply because, in the nature of things, that is what 
they must be and what they are, it follows that loving service to 
others by those who are free in Christ is true greatness.PTUK 
March 19, 1903, page 183.8 


Oh, then, let us all aspire to greatness in this the only right way. In 
the world’s way only a very few can ever attain to greatness. In this 
the true way every soul can attain to it; every soul can be like the 
model Man, who, “anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power, 
went about doing good and healing set that were oppressed of the 
devil, for God was with Him.”P TUK March 19, 1903, page 183.9 


A. T JONES. 
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June 11, 1903 


“Origin of the Doctrine of Natural Immortality” The Present Truth 19, 24, pp. 
374, 375. 


ATJ 


IN order to get a clear understanding and appreciation of the 
standing of the papacy at the moment when the Roman Empire 
vanished, and she found herself alone in the midst of that vast 
scene of destruction and anarchy, it is essential to know the source 
of her strength, by which she was able to survive. And, in order to 
know this, it is essential that we sketch a certain portion of her 
preceding history.P7TUK June 11, 1903, page 374.1 


In that dismal mixture of downright heathenism, and the profession 
and forms of Christianity in the philosophical schools of Ammonius 
Saccas, Clement, and Origen, in Alexandria, there was given birth 
to the element which, shove all other things, have ever been the 
mainstay of the papacy-monkery, or monasticism: from the Greek 
word signifying, “living alone, solitary; a man who retired from the 
world for religious meditation and the practice of religious duties in 
solitude; a religious hermit."PTUK June 11, 1903, page 374.2 


In the philosophy of Ammonius, Clement, and Origen, all Scripture 
contains at least two meanings,—the literal and the hidden: the 
literal was considered the baser sense of the Scripture, and 
therefore a hindrance to the proper understanding of the hidden 
meaning with its train of farther hidden meanings, and, accordingly, 
was despised and separated as far as possible from the hidden 
sense, and counted as of the least possible worth. It was said that 
“the source of many evils lies in adhering to the carnal or external 
part of Scripture;” that “those who do so will not attain to the 
kingdom of God;” and that, therefore, “the Scriptures are of little use 
to those who understand them as they are written.” Now, the basis 
of that whole scheme was their conception of man himself. It was 
because, in their philosophy, the body is the baser part of man, that 
the literal was counted the baser sense of Scripture. It was because 
the body often betrays good men into sin, that, in their philosophy, 
the literal sense of Scripture was held to lead men into error. In their 
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system of philosophy, the body of man was but a clog to the soul, 
and hindered it in its heavenly aspirations; and therefore was to be 
despised, and, by neglect, punishment, and starvation, was to be 
separated as far as possible from the soul. And from this it followed, 
in their imagination, that the literal settee of Scripture which 
corresponded to man’s body,—was, likewise, a hindrance to the 
proper understanding of the hidden meanings of the Scripture, and 
was, therefore, to be despised, neglected, and separated as far as 
possible from the hidden sense or soul of the Scripture.P TUK June 
11, 1903, page 374.3 


HEATHEN PHILOSOPHY 


WHENCE came to them this philosophy of the nature of man? It 
was the adoption entire of the heathen conception of the nature of 
man: it was the direct continuation, under the Christian profession, 
of the heathen philosophy of the immortality of the soul. For, about 
the close of the second century, “a new philosophic body suddenly 
started up, which in a short time prevailed over a large part of the 
Roman Empire, and not only nearly mellowed up the other sects, 
but likewise did immense injury to Christianity. Egypt was its 
birthplace, and particularly Alexandria, which for a long time had 
been the seat of literature and every science. Its followers chose to 
be called Platonics [or Platonists]. Yet they did not follow Plato 
implicitly, but collected from all systems whatever seemed to 
coincide with their own views.”P TUK June 11, 1903, page 374.4 


“Plato had taught that the souls of heroes, of illustrious men, and 
eminent philosophers, alone, ascended after death into the 
mansions of light and felicity, while those of the generality, weighed 
down by their lusts and passions, sunk into the infernal regions, 
whence they were not permitted to emerge before they were 
purified from their turpitude and corruption. This doctrine was 
seized with avidity by the Platonic Christians, and applied as a 
commentary upon that of Jesus. Hence a notion prevailed that only 
the martyrs entered upon a state of happiness immediately after 
death; and that, for the rest, a certain obscure region was assigned, 
in which they were to be imprisoned until the second coming of 
Christ, or, at least, until they were purified from their various 
pollutions.PTUK June 17, 1903, page 374.5 
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Of the inquiries of the ancient philosophers of Greece and Rome 
with regard to the immortality of the soul, it has been well observed 
that “their reason had been often guided by their imagination, and 
that their imagination had been prompted by their vanity. When they 
viewed with complacency the extent of their own mental powers, 
when they exercised the various faculties of memory, of fanny, and 
of judgment, in the most profound speculations, or the most 
important labours, and when they reflected on the desire of fame, 
which transported them into future ages, far beyond the bounds of 
death and of the grave, they were unwilling to ... suppose that a 
being, for whose dignity they entertained the most sincere 
admiration, could be limited to a spot of earth, and to a few years of 
duration.”—Gibbon.PTUK June 11, 1903, page 374.6 


THE FRUIT OF VANITY AND SELF-LOVE 


THUS it is plain that vanity, self-love, self-exaltation selfishness—is 
the root of the philosophy of the immortality of the soul. It was this 
that led them to confider themselves, in their souls, “immortal and 
imperishable” (for so Plato definitely puts it), and so, essentially a 
part of the Deity. And this is confirmed by revelation. For, when God 
had said to the man whom He had formed and placed in dominion 
over all the earth and over every moving thing upon it: “Of all the 
trees of the garden thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree which is 
in the midst of the garden thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Satan came with the 
words: “Ye shall not surely die; for God doth know that, on the day 
ye eat thereof, your eyes will be opened and ye will be as God.” 
Genesis 3:4, 5, R.V. The woman believed this Satanic word. So 
believing, she saw what was not true—that the tree was “to be 
desired to make one wise,” a philosopher; and “she took of the fruit 
thereof and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her, and 
he did eat."PTUK June 11, 1903, page 374.7 


CHRIST OUR LIFE 


THIS is the origin of the philosophy of the immortality of the soul, in 
this world. The only reason why man did not die that day, even in 
the very hour when he sinned, is that there, at that moment, Jesus 
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Christ offered Himself in behalf of man, and took upon Himself the 
death that would then have fallen upon the man; and thus gave to 
man another chance, a probation, a breathing space, that he might 
choose life. This is why God could immediately say to the deceiver: 
“I will put enmity between thee and the woman and between thy 
seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
His heel.” Genesis 3:15; Haggai 2:7; Romans 16:20; Hebrews 
11:14. And so it is written: “Il am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:70. He came that 
they might first have life; and, without His then offering Himself, 
man never would have had life after he sinned. And, having come 
that the man might first have life, this life to the man was and is 
solely for the purpose that he might use it in securing life more 
abundantly, even eternal life, the life of God. Thus it is only by the 
gift of Christ that any man in this world ever has opportunity to 
breathe at all. And, the sole object of man’s having an opportunity 
to breathe, is that he may choose life, that he may live and escape 
the death that is due to sin.P7UK June 11, 1903, page 374.8 


EARTH-LIFE A VAPOUR 


AND so it is written: “What is your life?—It is even a vapour that 
appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth away.” James 4:14. 
And, what is death—the death which men die in this world?—It is 
even a sleep (John 11:11-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:15, 16; Acts 24:15; 
John 5:28, 29) from which there is waking only in the resurrection of 
the dead. So the entering of Christ—Christ’s gift of Himself when 
man had sinned—gave to man this life which is but a vapour, and 
which ends in this death which is but a sleep, between that life 
which is life indeed, and that death which is death indeed 
Therefore, to all mankind it is spoken for ever: “See | have set 
before thee this day life and good, and death and evil. Therefore 
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.” Deuteronomy 
30:15, 19. “He that heareth My word and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life.” John 5:24.PTUK June 11, 1903, 
page 375.1 


LIFE THAT IS LIFE INDEED 
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ACCORDINGLY, “he that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God, hath not life;” for “this is the record that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 7 John 5:77, 
72. And this life which is life indeed, beyond this life which is a 
vapour and this death which is a sleep, is assured only in Christ, 
through the resurrection of the dead: as it is written, “When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in 
glory.” Colossians 3:4. “For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 7 Thessalonians 4:15-17. And, 
without the resurrection of the dead, there is no hereafter; for “if the 
dead rise not ... your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins; then they 
also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” And “if after the 
manner of men | have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what 
advantageth it me if the dead rise not? Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we die.” 7 Corinthians 15:16-18, 32.PTUK June 11, 1903, 
page 375.2 


IMMORTALITY ONLY BY THE GOSPEL 


THIS is the true course, and the only true course, to immortality: not 
merely immortality of the soul, but the immortality of both soul and 
body. For Christ has bought, and will redeem, the body equally with 
the soul; He cares, and would have men care, for the body equally 
as for the sonl; as it is written, | wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 3 
John 2. God only hath immortality. 7 Timothy 6:76. Christ “hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.” 2 Timothy 
7:10. Thus immortality is the gift of God, and is obtained only by 
believers of the Gospel. And to these it is given only at the 
resurrection of the dead; as it is written: “We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
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So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death 
is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 7 Corinthians 
15:51-57.PTUK June 11, 1903, page 375.3 


CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED 


THIS is the truth as to immortality. This is the true way of mankind 
from mortality to immortality. But, it is directly antagonistic to the 
Platonic or pagan idea of immortality, and of that way to it. This is 
evident on its facie; but it is aptly confirmed by an incident that 
occurred at the very seat of the original Platonic philosophy—in 
Athens itself. Paul, in one of his journeys, came to Athena, where 
he remained several days, and talked “in the synagogue with the 
Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with 
them that met with him.” And, in all his speech, he preached the 
Gospel—Christ and Him crucified: Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God: Christ and the resurrection of the dead: and life and 
immortality only through Christ and the resurrection of the dead. 
“Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans and of the Stoics 
encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? Other 
some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods.” And this 
“because he preached unto them Jesus and the resurrection.” This 
was altogether a new doctrine, something which they never had 
heard. Therefore, “they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, 
saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou 
speakest, is? For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: 
we would knew therefore what these things mean.” And when, 
standing on Mars’ Hill, he preached to them the Gospel, and called 
upon all “to repent: because He hath appointed a day in the which 
He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He hath 
ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He 
hathraised Him from the dead—when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will 
hear thee again of this matter."P7TUK June 11, 1903, page 375.4 


This account demonstrates even by inspiration that the Christian 
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conception of immortality is not in any sense that of Plato and the 
other philosophers. If Paul had preached in Athens the immortality 
of the soul, no one in Athens would ever have counted him “a setter 
forth of strange gods.” Such preaching would never there have 
been called “new doctrine.” Nothing of that sort would ever have 
been “strange things to their ears.” But Christianity knows no each 
thing as the immortality of the soul. Therefore Paul preached 
immortality as the gift of God through Jesus Christ and the 
resurrection from the dead: immortality to be sought for and 
obtained only through the faith of Christ, by believers in Jesus— 
immortality only through Christ and the resurrection of the dead He 
preached that, without the Gospel, all men are lost, and subject to 
death. For, to the Greeks he wrote: “If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost, in whom the god of this world bath blinded the 
minds of them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 2 
Corinthians 4:3, 4. He preached the Word,—not that the soul is 
“immortal and imperishable,” but—‘“the soul that sinneth, it shall die” 
(Ezekiel 18:4); that “the wicked shall perish” (Psalm 37:20); that 
“they shall be as nothing;” that “yet a little while and the wicked shall 
not be; yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not 
be” (Psalm 37:10); that “the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord;”Romans 6:23. 
“As | live, saith the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the 
winked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil way; for why will ye die?” Ezekiel 33:11.PTUK 
June 11, 1903, page 375.5 


A. T. JONES. 
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December 24, 1903 
“Not the Outside But the Inside” The Present Truth 19, 51, p. 804. 


ATJ 


IT is not what is outside of us but what is inside, that makes us 
Christians and keeps us so.PTUK December 24, 1903, page 804.1 


If you think you could be a better Christian if there were better 
brethren and sisters in the church, you greatly mistake. It is just the 
other way; if you were a better Christian, you would find better 
brethren and sisters in the church.P7TUK December 24, 1903, page 
804.2 


If you think you could do better if only you had better neighbours, 
you greatly mistake. The truth is that if you would do better, you 
would have better neighbours. And if you were a better Christian, 
you would do better. You must be better before you can do 
better. PTUK December 24, 1903, page 804.3 


Christianity does not come from ourselves, nor from anybody nor 
anything that is around us. It comes down straight from heaven to 
every soul who will receive it. And having its source in heaven, it is 
not and cannot be affected by anything that is of earth.PTUK 
December 24, 1903, page 804.4 


Thus the Christian has joy in sorrow, peace in perplexity, riches in 
poverty, society in loneliness, and friendship among strangers and 
even enemies.PTUK December 24, 1903, page 804.5 


A. T. JONES. 
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